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Budgeting Time of Year 
By Anna Shinn 

 
 
The Board of Education is tasked with managing the budget of the district with the guidance of 
our Superintendent, Dr. Jonathan Hart, and our Business Administrator, Jason Bohm.  As with 
every year, the first few months of the new year is when budgeting, planning and preparing occurs.  
 
The creation and implementation of a strong, responsible budget allows the district to maintain the 
many programs our students have become accustomed to. The district is also able to maintain the 
buildings and grounds in the manner in which our constituents have come to expect. 
 
The 2018-2019 budget, which is currently being utilized, has helped the district to meet the goals 
that are set annually. With this year’s budget, the district is able to offer new programs such as: an 
extended Social Emotional Learning program with a newly appointed teacher-coordinator who 
will grow this forward thinking program to the whole district, a joint venture with Raritan Valley 
Community College for our choral students, integration of the newly installed Solar Panels into 
the curriculum to help grow the Sustainable Schools for Jersey program.  The district is able to 
continue to enhance the Gifted and Talented program through a newly developed Gifted and 
Talented Curriculum, which now makes Gifted and Talented a stand alone program. This year’s 
budget also allowed for enhancements to school security including telephone upgrades and 
surveillance camera improvements.  
 
Tentative open public sessions and budget topics to be covered are as follows: 
(Please note these dates can change and public notices will be posted in advance with start times. 
Please check the District website readington.k12.nj.us for updates)  
 
February 5, 2019: Curriculum/Staff Development, Pupil Services and Technology 
February 26, 2019: Facilities, Transportation, Administration, Personnel and Benefits 
March 12, 2019: Presentation on the whole budget to the public with tentative approval 
March 26, 2019: Budget clarification 
April 9, 2019: Budget clarification 
April 30, 2019: Budget hearing and final adoption of budget 
 
During the planning of the 2019-2020 school year budget there will be some challenges facing our 
district which include, as of the writing of this article, a need for additional security upgrades, 
facility upgrades to ensure both students and staff remain safe, increase in health insurance 
premiums.  In addition to these challenges, the district continues to be committed to providing our 
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students with a comprehensive and rigorous program of studies, with a full complement of athletic 
and extra-curricular offerings.  
 
ALL input and concerns about the budget can be heard during the February 5 and February 26 
board meetings as well as the other dates listed above.  Public input helps the Board of Education 
to create a fiscally responsible budget while keeping all of the members of the community apprised 
of the current needs of the district. Please consider attending one or all of the dates.  
 
As always, should you have questions, please email boardmembers@readington.k12.nj.us 
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